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Recent research on the performance of students  
in the IB Diploma Programme

By 2014, more than 1 million International Baccalaureate (IB) students 

will have participated in the IB Diploma Programme, and more than 

120,000 Diploma Programme students will be entering university 

each year. IB students represent a broad range of nationalities from 

nearly 140 countries and reflect diverse experiences and perspectives, 

which they apply to their learning in the Diploma Programme. These 

experiences, in combination with the emphasis on international-

mindedness and academic rigour of the Diploma Programme, provide 

students with a unique set of skills, attitudes and perspectives for success 

in university and life in the 21st century.



Academic strength of students and IB World Schools

Taking into account extensive research and analysis of the IB Diploma Programme and IB students in higher 
education, the highest score on the diploma is equivalent to 720 points on the United Kingdom’s (UK) Universities 
& College Admissions Service (UCAS) tariff. In a separate analysis, UCAS found that over 70% of IB students 
gain offers for entry to higher education, and the vast majority of students attend Russell Group universities.

These findings are complemented by other studies that support the rigour and strength of IB programmes as 
preparation for university.

Research confirms IB students are prepared for university

A study by the Education Policy Improvement Center (EPIC) confirmed that IB students have the knowledge and 
skills for success during their first year of university study. EPIC aligned the Knowledge and Skills for University 
Success, a set of standards endorsed by 28 leading research universities, with the standards of the IB Diploma 
Programme.

EPIC findings

The IB Diploma Programme is exceptionally strong 
in the areas of key cognitive strategies, problem 
solving, critical thinking, analysis, research and 
writing skills. Through the IB languages curriculum 
and the core components, including the extended 
essay and theory of knowledge, IB students develop 
the ability to interpret, analyse, think critically 
and present arguments. They learn to question 
and reflect on what they know. They also learn to 
research, write and present what they have learned.

The IB curriculum meets or exceeds the standards 
for key content knowledge. IB students, in many 
cases, go beyond what is required for success. 
According to findings from the study, mathematics 
and science standards are exceptionally strong with 
many standards going beyond what students are 
expected to know in their first year of university.

Through the preparation for the IB assessments and 
participation in the Diploma Programme, IB students 
also learn academic behaviours and contextual skills 
that allow them to adapt well to university courses 
and campus life. The IB Diploma Programme 
encourages the development of the attitudes and 
habits of mind that encourage emotional maturity, 
responsibility and interpersonal skills.

Key cognitive strategies describe the ways of 
thinking that are necessary for university-level 
work.

EPIC’s model of  
expectations for university 
EPIC identified four main components  

for university preparedness.

Key content knowledge refers to the need 
for students to master writing skills, algebraic 
concepts, key foundational content and “big 
ideas” from core subjects in order to meet 
university expectations.

Academic behaviours consist largely of study 
skills and self-monitoring. Examples include 
time management, awareness of one’s current 
level of mastery and the selection of learning 
strategies.

Contextual skills and awareness, or “campus 
knowledge”, refers to the understanding of 
university admissions processes, university 
culture, tuition and financial aid and university-
level academic expectations.

“The IB standards demonstrate a very high degree of alignment with the Knowledge and 
Skills for University Success (KSUS) standards in all subject areas. In addition, many of the 
individual IB standards are at a level more advanced than entry-level college courses.”

David Conley and Terri Ward, Educational Policy Improvement Center, Eugene, Oregon, USA


